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In thIs update: 
 › Campbell back to his best in Europe 

 › Ko creates history around the world 

 ›  Hodge makes history at Waipu 

 ›  Charles Tour wraps from Carrus Open 
and John Jones Steel Harewood Open 

 ›  We review the Eisenhower and 
Espirito Santo World Amateur Team’s 
Championship from Turkey.

 › PLUS LOADS MORE!

Welcome to the third edition of the New Zealand Golf Update for 2012 – a regular 
communication reviewing all the latest news and activity from New Zealand Golf.
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It has been a busy period for the team at New Zealand Golf with a number of events around the country and 
our golfing elite have performed superbly both at home and abroad. 

There has been plenty to celebrate for New Zealand Golf as young Lydia Ko has had a year to behold and is 
now a strong contender to win the Halberg Sportswoman of the Year Award. 

The 15-year-old record breaking machine made history when she won a number of titles during this period 
namely the Canadian Open on the LPGA Tour, the US Amateur Championship and the Australian Amateur 
before that.

She also became the first New Zealand woman to claim the leading individual honour at the Espirito Santo 
World Teams Championship as the Kiwi team finished fourth. 

The Charles Tour for 2012 continued at the Carrus Open at the Tauranga Golf Club with former European 
Tour pro Mark Brown shooting 62 in the final round to win. Rebecca Tsai won the women’s event.

A new Charles Tour event – the John Jones Steel Harewood Open – was added in place of the Shirley 
Open. Josh Munn became the first amateur to win two events and also the first golfer to win wire-to-wire 
twice. Julianne Alvarez had her first national title win by shooting 68 in the final round.

Levin amateur Tyler Hodge made history when he became the first Kiwi golfer to win both the Australian and 
New Zealand Age Group titles in the same year. Wellington amateur Te Rongopai Clay claimed the women’s 
NZ title.

We had some results on the international tours that are certainly worth celebrating. Michael Campbell 
finished third at the Portugal Masters, Michael Hendry had a top seven at the Nanshan China Masters and 
finished fourth at the ISPS Handa International in Perth and David Smail looks set for his 16th straight 
season on tour.

NZ Golf’s President Patsy Hankins has made her own lasting impression on the international stage when 
she was appointed the Women’s Chairman of the International Golf Federation. This is the most significant 
golf admin achievement since Sir Thomas Gault was made Captain of the R & A in 2005. 

There is plenty happening in the coming months in the golfing community as we look forward to the BMW 
NZ Open at Clearwater from November 22 – 25. 

We’ll keep you up to date with how our professionals and amateurs perform on the international stage. 

Happy golfing.

Yours in Golf

Welcome UpcomiNG EvEnts

Freyberg Masters 
5- 9 November  

Maraenui Golf Club, Napier

WoMen’s Masters 
9 – 11 November  

Invercargill Golf Club, Invercargill

bMW nZ open 
22 – 25 November  

Clearwater Golf Club, Christchurch 

Charles tour – Wairakei open  

TBC

toro Men’s interprovinCial 
4 – 8 December  

Otago Golf Club, Dunedin

toro WoMen’s interprovinCial   
11 – 15 December  

St Clair Golf Club, Dunedin  



JUNior tiGer WiNNer report: 
MIKE BIRCHALL LOOKS BACK  
ON HIS ExPERIENCE IN THE U.S.  

Manawatu’s Michael Birchall won the 2012 
Junior Tiger Final at his home club in April.

The 14-year-old golfer fired a two under 34 for nine 
holes to win the 12-14 Boys Division by two shots. 
Birchall was drawn from the four winners to win the 
opportunity to represent New Zealand at the World 
Junior Golf Championships in the USA, including a trip 
to Disneyland with a family member. Here is his blog 
from what he called “the trip of a lifetime”.

Michael Birchall: 

First of all I would like to say a big thank you to all the 
sponsors who made the Junior Tiger competition such 
a huge success and gave me the opportunity to 
compete in the USA and explore the wonders of 
Disneyland. Thanks to New Zealand Golf, Harvey 
World Travel, Golf Distributors, and More FM for all 
their contributions. 

Playing in the Junior World Golf Championship was a 
great opportunity to meet new people from all over 
the globe and compare my game to the best golfers in 
my age bracket.  Playing overseas was a new 
experience for me and it took some time to adapt to 
the new and much warmer conditions. 

Before heading to the Morgan Run Resort Golf Club, 
where my division was played, I had to register at 
Torrey Pines. After seeing the first hole at Torrey Pines 
on TV so many times it was pretty cool to actually be 
there.  That night, we went to the opening ceremony 
and met up with the other Kiwi golfers. The opening 
ceremony was followed by a half hour clinic with 
world-renowned coach David Leadbetter. 

Wednesday the 10th July was first day of play. I teed 
off in the first group at 7.30am, playing alongside 
three Americans. After talking to them for a while I 
realised how big of a deal this tournament was. Most 
of the boys had to play well in their state qualifier to 
earn the right to play. I followed up my first round of 
78 with a 76 on Thursday and then another 78 on 
Friday. This gave me a total of 232 (19 over par) and 
a placing of tied 108th out of the 168 boys in my 
division.  

My iron play was solid throughout the three rounds 
but I struggled off the tee with the tight fairways being 
a challenge. Another new experience for me was 
putting on very fast greens.  These different 
conditions made it tough but a great opportunity to 
learn.  The course was in great condition even after 
the rain they had before we arrived. 

After spending seven nights at 
the Morgan Run Resort we 
made our way north to 
Disneyland. I had never been to 
a theme park in my life and I was 
starting with the world’s best! 
Getting in early before the crowds 
was the key strategy. My favourite 
ride was the rollercoaster 
“California Screamin’.” The water 
and firework displays at night 
were truly spectacular and out of 
this world. It was great to go there 
and relax after an intense week 
of golf.

Reflecting on the trip now, I see 
that it has played a huge role in 
my development. Again, thanks 
to everyone who made this trip 
possible. A big thank you goes 
to my family for their amazing 
support, my coach Andre White 
and all the members and staff at 
the Manawatu Golf club. 

MIKE BIRCHALL JUNIOR TIGER TRIP



Ko WiNs marK H mccormacK medal as  
tHe leadiNG WomeN’s amateUr player 

KiWi pro WatcH: 
SMAIL SECURES BEST RESULT FOR 2012  

World No.1 Lydia Ko will receive the Mark H 
McCormack Medal as the leading women’s amateur 
player in the World Amateur Golf Rankings 
(WAGR) for the second consecutive year.

The 15 year-old from the Gulf Harbour Country Club 
secured the top ranking after winning the U.S. 
Women’s Amateur Championship at The Country Club 
in Cleveland, Ohio. She defeated Jaye Marie Green 
(18) from Florida 3 and 1 in Sunday’s final match.

Ko received the inaugural medal for the top ranked 
women’s amateur player in 2011 and has enjoyed 
continued success in 2012. 

In January she became one of the youngest winners 
of a professional golf championship when she won the 
New South Wales Open on the ALPG Tour aged 14. 

She also won the Australian Women’s Amateur and 
was runner-up in the Australian Women’s Stroke Play 
Championship. At this year’s U.S. Women’s Open Ko 
received the silver medal as the leading amateur and 
she was a semi-finalist at the U.S. Girls’ Junior 
Championship.

The R&A and United States Golf Association (USGA) 
award recognises Ko’s remarkable season. She has 
led the ranking for 68 consecutive weeks and will 
gain a place in the 2013 U.S. Women’s Open.

A delighted Ko said: “I’d like to thank the USGA and 
The R&A because without them, the ranking wouldn’t 
be possible. It gets me to places where normal people 
can’t go, and it’s a great honour.

“It’s pretty amazing. After I got the medal last year,  
I haven’t lost the No. 1 position since then. I became 
World No. 1 on my birthday last year. It’s good to 
continue it. I’ll continue to get more invites to 
professional events. It’s always good to be World No. 1.

“People read ‘New Zealand No. 1’ and then ‘World No. 
1,’ it’s totally different. It’s good and it’s good to have 
your name along with those big names. There are so 
many great players’ names on there.”

The Women’s WAGR ranking has a calendar of 2,000 
counting events with over 3,600 ranked players 
representing 88 countries worldwide. The World 
Amateur Golf Ranking (WAGR), which is supported by 
Rolex, was established in 2007 when the men’s 
ranking was launched.

Ko rose to prominence as a 12 year-old when she 
finished as the leading amateur in the 2010 Pegasus 
New Zealand Women’s Open in a tie for seventh and 
became one of the youngest women to make the cut 
at a Ladies’ European Tour event. 

In 2011 she became the first player to win the 
Australian Ladies’ Stroke Play and New Zealand 
Ladies’ Stroke Play championships in the same year. 
She was also the Co-Medalist at the U.S. Women’s 
Amateur Championship before being knocked out in 
the second round of match play.

John Bodenhamer, USGA Senior Managing Director, 
Rules, Competitions & Amateur Status, said: “Lydia is to 
be congratulated for two years of tremendous success, 
capped with her victory at the 2012 U.S. Women’s 
Amateur Championship. She has accomplished so 
much for someone of such a young age, and all of us at 
the USGA hope she continues her success.”

Johnnie Cole-Hamilton, Executive Director – 
Championships at The R&A, said: “Lydia deserves a 
huge amount of credit for performing so well 
throughout the last two years. She is clearly a 
wonderful player and seems to be showing a great 
level of maturity at such a young age.

“The Women’s WAGR has quickly become a valuable 
reference tool and highlights the growing strength in 
depth of the women’s amateur game. I congratulate 
Lydia on winning the McCormack Medal once again.”

New Zealand No.2 David Smail secured his 
best result of 2012 after an even par 72 in 
the final round of the Sun Chlorella Classic 
on the Japan Golf Tour.

The former New Zealand Open Champion, who 
climbed eight places to a share of ninth after a four 
under par 68 in the final round, dropped two places in 
the final round to tied 11th to earn $52,000 (NZD). 

Smail had rounds of 71, 70, 68 and 72 to finish on a 
seven under par total, eight shots back from the 
champion Australian Brendan Jones who won by two 
shots.

The Hamilton professional made two birdies on six 
and 13 in the final round to get to two under and 
inside the top 10 but dropped shots on 14 and 17 to 
finish tied 11th.

It is a timely result for the Kiwi who climbs almost 20 
places on the Japan Golf Tour money list from 83rd to 
64th.  His previous best result for 2012 was a tie for 
39th at Shishido Hills early in the season.

On the PGA Tour, New Zealand No.1 Danny Lee 
missed the cut at the Canadian Open by one stroke.

The Korean-born-Kiwi had two rounds of 70 at the 
Hamilton Golf & Country Club and is projected to be 
156th on the Fed Ex Cup Standings. He will need 
some good results to qualify for week one of the 
Playoffs at the Barclays.

Meantime on the web.com Tour (formerly Nationwide 
Tour) Steve Alker had a three under par 68 in round 
two of the Nationwide Children’s Hospital Invitational 
in Ohio but it wasn’t enough as he missed the cut by 
one shot.

The Hamilton professional, who finished tied 19th at 
the Open Championship at Royal Lytham & St Annes 
last week, opened with a three over par 74 and shot a 
68 to finish on an even par total.  

Manawatu professional Tim Wilkinson carded rounds 
of 72 and 71 to finish on a one over par total and miss 
the weekend in a share of 86th place at The OSU 
Golf Club.

Alker remains in 67th place on the web.com Tour 
standings while Wilkinson is the leading Kiwi in 46th 
place. They need to finish inside the top 25 on the 
web.com Tour Order of Merit to automatically qualify 
for the PGA Tour in 2013.

Over in Europe, Mark Brown missed the cut for the 
third successive week on the Challenge Tour at the 
English Challenge.

The former European Tour pro carded rounds of 78 
and 72 to finish on a six over total and in a share of 
119th place. 

LYDIA KO – MARK H MCCORMACK MEDAL DAVID SMAIL TEE SHOT



VoKe claims tHe NortH HarboUr 
stroKe play

NZ aGe GroUp cHampioNsHip: 
HODGE MAKES HISTORY AT WAIPU

Tyler Hodge is the first Kiwi golfer to  
win both the Australian Age Group and  
New Zealand Age Group titles in the  
same year.

The Manawatu – Wanganui amateur completed the 
rare double he when carded an even par 72 to win the 
NZ Age Group title on September 7th by one shot from 
Chris Charlton (Otumoetai) at the Waipu Golf Club. 

It is believed that no New Zealand golfer has won 
both titles in the same year. Saali Herewini came the 
closest when he won the 1992 Australian Junior after 
winning the 1991 New Zealand Junior title. Hodge 
joined Herewini as the only New Zealand players who 
have won both championships.

He was excited to achieve a special milestone. 

“It was very cool, my goal for this week was to finish in 
the top three but I definitely wanted the double so to 
get it done is really pleasing,” said the 17-year-old 
from the Levin Golf Club. 

Hodge trailed Charlton in the final three holes but 
showed the value of his experience with three straight 

pars to the Bay of Plenty player’s bogeys on 16 and 
18 to secure the win.

“It was a bit of a struggle out there. Chris played 
extremely well and put the pressure on and our whole 
group didn’t seem to make any putts. We just battled it 
out in the wind really.”

Sanjay Modgill (New Plymouth) shot a two over par 74 
to finish in third place and Ryan Chisnall (Greenacres) 
claimed fourth place after also shooting 74. 

Hodge was surprised by the effort of Charlton who he 
had never heard of before the tournament.

“I had to have someone point him out to me on the 
practice area. He did extremely well for his first time in 
the last group. Well done to him.

“I just thought to myself if I par out I should at least 
have a chance – even at a playoff – the goal was just 
to par out and I am happy I managed to do that. 

Hodge said he would leave the northern links of 
Waipu with great memories.

“I had never been here before but I love it now. The 
greens are in perfect condition, one of the best I have 
ever played on really. I’d love to come back and play here.” 

TYLER HODGE

Nick Voke summed it up simply in his post 
round interview.

“It was the golf of my life,” said the talented 17 year 
old from Manukau Golf Club in Auckland.

Voke, who was inducted into the Srixon Development 
Squad earlier this year, was simply stunning on the 
Muriwai links shooting rounds of 69, 65, 67 and 70 
for a four round total of 17 under par. 

The remarkable total was good enough for a seven 
shot win over North Harbour No.1 Cameron Jones 
(North Shore) and the always consistent Josh Munn 
(Manawatu) who won the ask>metro Muriwai Open 
on the Charles Tour in 2011.

Voke’s margin of victory however was not as 
comfortable as it seemed. He was pushed all day by 

both Jones and Munn on the weekend. Starting the 
day tied with Jones at 10 under par he short a superb 
front nine 32 including a holed wedge for eagle on 
the ninth to take a comfortable lead into the last nine 
of the third round. 

However Munn continued to press with some birdies 
of his own and the long hitting Jones, after 
staggering round the front nine in 38 shots, came 
home in 31 including four birdies in a row to gain 
rapid ground. 

Going into the third round Voke took a one shot 
advantage over Munn and two over Jones but 
continued to play steady golf and when Munn found 
trouble on the front nine and Jones made two bogeys 
in a row on 11 and 12 Voke held a comfortable five 
shot lead with six holes to play. 

Some late mistakes from Voke allowed Jones to get 
to within two shots of the lead standing on the 16th 
tee. Voke held tough in the driving rain. 

He consolidated his lead with a par on the tricky 16th 
when Jones made bogey. 

When Jones’s tee shot flew the green into an 
impossible position on the par three 17th and Voke 
found the green safely making a clutch birdie putt it 
was effectively all over. 

In the gathering gloom and rain he holed out on 18 
for one of the biggest wins of his young golfing 
career.

North harBour MeN’s stroke Play 
FiNal scores  

271  Nick Voke (Manukau) 

278  Cameron Jones (North Shore) 
Josh Munn (Manawatu) 

281  Compton Pikari (Te Awamutu) 

284  Luke Toomey (Ngaruawahia) 

288  Harry Bateman (Nelson) 
Jonathan Ratcliffe (Akarana) 

292  Steven Kuggeleijn (Lochiel) 

295  Tom Lee (Rotorua) 
NICK VOKE



clay WiNs by  
tWo at maNGaWHai
Meantime at the Mangawhai Golf Club, 
Wellington amateur Te Rongopai Clay 
claimed her first national title by winning 
the New Zealand Women’s Age Group 
Championship.

The Titahi Bay golfer carded a three over par 75 
to win by two shots from her good friend and 
Wellington team-mate Julianne Alvarez (Manor 
Park) who closed with a four over par 76.

Clay made two bogeys in the final three holes but 
it didn’t matter as she was comfortably in front to 
secure the biggest win of her young career. 

Meanwhile Alvarez will rue her double bogey on 
the par 5 12th that saw her lose touch with her 
Wellington team-mate.

North Shore golfer Lita Guo finished in third 
place, five shots back from Clay.

The big-hitting pint-sized Clay was pleased to win 
her first national title.

“This means heaps to me,” said the 17-year-old.

“This is a great way for me to repay all the people 
who have helped me out over the years and 
believed in me. This just shows that when I 
believe in myself that I can play really well. So 
yeah, this is a special win and I am going to enjoy 
it.

Clay, who believed her composure was the key to 
her win, said it was unusual competing alongside 
her good friend Alvarez.

“It was weird. We are normally encouraging each 
other and telling one another to play better but 
today we were rivals. 

“We’d talk to each other but when we arrived at 
our balls it was back to playing. It didn’t feel that 
different but a bit more competitive.”

Clay hopes that this win is a catalyst for her game 
going forward.

“This will really help my confidence I think. I hope 
I can carry this form and self-belief into bigger 
events.”

campbell eyes Up tHe 2016 rio olympics
New Zealand Golf Hall of Fame member 
Michael Campbell has won 15 international 
titles and captivated a global audience in 
2005 when he defeated World No.1 Tiger 
Woods in the peak of his career to claim the 
US Open Championship at Pinehurst.

The 43-year-old from Titahi Bay in Wellington, who 
has failed to reach the incredible heights of his 
career in 2005 in recent years, has now set his sights 
on competing at the Rio Olympics in 2016.

The eight-time European Tour champion was an 
honoured guest at the International Golf Federation 
Golf Day at Sunningdale in England, to mark the start 
of a new Olympic four-year-cycle which will see golf 
restored to the roster of Olympic sports in 2016.

At his best Campbell has always been a world-beater. 
He is inspired to add an Olympic gold medal to his 
trophy room that he calls “my ego room” which 
includes replicas of the Eisenhower, New Zealand 
Open and US Open trophies.  

“How good must it feel to have that gold medal 
dangling around your neck?” he asked rhetorically as 
he provided golfing tips for the IGF’s invited guests.

“I’ve been lucky enough to lift the US Open trophy 
and to experience that unbelievable feeling of 
winning a Major Championship, but I can already 
sense in the locker rooms around the world that a lot 
of people are going to be desperate to claim the first 
gold medal in golf in over a hundred years. It’s going 
to be fantastic.”

Campbell, only the second New Zealand golfer after 
Sir Bob Charles to win a Major, was a special guest 
at Sunningdale with Olympic officials and R&A Chief 
Executive Peter Dawson, who is also the IGF 
President.

European Tour Chief Executive George O’Grady and 
Antony Scanlon, the Australian who was appointed 
Executive Director of the IGF to oversee the delivery 
of golf in the 2016 Games were also in company.

The IGF, which has designed how golf will be staged 
at the Olympics, has the role of promoting golf as an 
Olympic sport and, with the sanction of the 
International Olympic Committee, to act as the 

Federation for golf in the Olympic Games going 
forward into future Olympiads.

Campbell said on the European Tour site: “For the 
past three weeks I’ve had square eyes from watching 
the London Olympics and, without doubt, it’s been 
one of the greatest sporting spectacles I’ve 
witnessed. 

“We’ve seen the incredible passion for every 
conceivable sport during the Games – from the 
competitors to the spectators – and the energy and 
enthusiasm for the Olympics has had an effect on so 
many people.

“If this passion can be transmitted to golf in 2016 
then it has to be great for our sport. The London 
slogan was ‘Inspire a Generation’ and I am sure that 
the Games will have a lasting legacy in the UK. 

“That’s what we have to aspire to in the build-up to 
Rio and beyond.  Right now, countries that currently 
don’t have a great golfing heritage will be 
thinking about how they are going to 
improve and get on the plane to Brazil. 

“We want to inspire kids to play golf 
and to spread the word and the 
Olympics can do that. This has the 
capacity to bring golf to a new 
audience in 2016 and to leave 
behind a lasting legacy for Brazil 
and the game in general.”

Campbell, who will be 47 at the Rio 2016 
Games, still holds the desire to compete. 

“Look at what the tennis gold meant to Andy 
Murray. I speak to other golfers at tournaments 
and I can sense the enthusiasm for Rio. “Whoever 
wins the men’s and women’s gold medals will go into 
the history books. After the 
spectacle we’ve just 
witnessed in London I for 
one can’t wait!” 

MICHAEL CAMPBELL 2012 DRIVE



bloG: 
BMW TOUR TO OWAKA GOLF CLUB, THE  
SOUTHERN-MOST COURSE ON THE MAINLAND IN NZ

It was a moment of banter that summed up 
the whole experience.

“I need to get home and get some sleep, tomorrow is 
a big day for the golf club,” slurred a convivial Joe, who 
was celebrating his best ever round, a six over par 76, 
at his home course. 

“One of New Zealand’s best professional golfers is 
playing our course right here in Owaka. I hear he’s 
real good.” 

David Smail was sitting right in front of him in his local 
and Joe had no idea who he was. A group of six of us 
was rallied up by BMW for one of the most unlikely 
golf tours to the southern-most golf course on the 
mainland.

Joe proceeded to talk David and us through every 
shot of every hole of his magical round that included a 
triple bogey on the opening hole and a double at the 
last “and still I managed to shoot my best score”.

We were celebrating Lisa Carrington’s Olympic gold 
medal in kayaking and the beer was flowing in the 
local Speight’s Pub as a number of the natives 
welcomed some unfamiliar faces. 

There was no cell phone coverage, no internet 
connection, the only TV channels at the hotel were 1, 
2 and 3 and everything you wanted to get to, the 
hotel, pub and restaurant, was a 200m walk away. It 
was like a trip back in time and an experience to 
remind us all that golf is the game of the people.

To say that David Smail’s visit, along with Phil 
Leishman and the HSBC Golf Club TV crew to 
capture it, was a massive day in the history of the 
Owaka Golf Club is an understatement. 

The course that is the pride and joy of the residents of 
the rural community in the Catlins is humble in every 
sense. But herein lies its appeal.

Owaka is your typical country course and is just as full 
of character and charm as the locals are friendly. The 
total membership at the club is 30 people and 27 
joined David on a cool but fine winter’s day.

It costs $120 for a year membership at Owaka and 
$10 for a casual game for both affiliated and 
non-affiliated players. Sheep graze the fairways in the 
summer and the money from the livestock goes to 
keeping the club in the black – which is no mean feat 
for a club of this size.

Ahead of our game nowhere is open for breakfast on 
a Sunday so we are recommended to head to the 
town’s Four Square. We come back with a pie for 
everyone as the breakfast of champions. It’s enough 
to shake the cobwebs off ahead of the big day. 

We arrive at the course in our convoy of Beamers 
– which stand out like a sore thumb – to find the 
locals already pitching and putting in preparation to 
take on the pro. 

Just looking at the scorecard doesn’t do this nine hole 
course justice (you play the nine holes twice).  The 
Men’s White tees measure 5048m and it has a slope 
rating of 108. It plays much tougher than that and 
maybe Carrington’s success and the beers played 
their part. 

The first tee is put way back for our visit. There is a 
tree on the left of the tee that blocks half of the view 
of the fairway and the shot that is required is a big 
draw. I don’t have a big draw in my bag. Dave 
struggles as well hitting his drive right and I ask him if 
he’s ever had a tee off like that before as we walk up 
the steep hill that is the first fairway. “I don’t think so,” 
he said smiling. “If I did, I think I would remember that.”

This is the way it plays out. The second hole is a blind 
par three (yes a blind par three). You can see the very 
tip of the flag but none of the green. The third hole is 
a tough par four with a pond cutting into the fairway.  
There are quirks all over the course and the side-hill 
lies, creeks and well placed trees mean that local 
knowledge is the all-important 15th club in the bag 
that the visitors simply don’t have.  

Dave knows he’s on a hiding to nothing coming here. 
If he doesn’t burn up the course then he expects to 
hear: “he’s not much of a pro then is he?”…or if he 
does: “That is what you expect from a professional 
golfer.”  

But he takes it all in his low-key unassuming stride 
and is engaging with all the locals who talk about life 
on tour and highlights from his golfing career. There is 
always a sense of the locals wanting to beat the 
pro…. Everyone wants to go home with the story they 
can tell their mates: “I beat David Smail on this hole.” 

Dave hits the ball really nicely throughout the round 
but fails to get anything going with the putter. This is 
his impression of Owaka: “Tee to green it’s great,” he 
said. “I struggled with the greens. I am playing greens 
that are around 12’ on the stimp meter and they are 
running at about six. But it’s a fun course and great to 
be here.”   

Time and time again he would give himself birdie 
chances only to watch his ball bobble and bounce in 
every direction but the hole.

As we head up the first hole for a second time the 
man in the spotlight finds the bunker at the back of 
the green for the second time in as many times of 
trying.

“One bunker on the course,” said a local women’s 
member. “And David Smail finds it twice in his round 
here. That is pretty funny.”

You got the feeling that moment was already being 
written in Owaka folklore. David Smail came to Owaka 
in 2012 and he found our only bunker twice. 

The five-time winner on the Japan Golf Tour shot a 
two over par 72, falling short of the course record a 
two under 68 by four shots, and signed his card to be 
displayed in the clubhouse.  

One club member who watched all 18 holes of me 
playing aptly summed up my round: “I enjoyed 
watching you play today,” she said. “Some good holes 
and some bad holes but it was always exciting.”

“I think she meant you didn’t know what was going to 
happen next and that is my golf game.” 

And so our Owaka experience was over and we hit 
the road leaving to the locals savouring their time over 
a Speights.

Admittedly I am not a big car guy but the amount of 

driving we did in the BMW’s was a real pleasure. The 
ease of driving the BMWs around the winding roads 
of Central Otago, the beautiful coastline out to 
Nugget Point and the stunning views of Lake 
Wakatipu homeward bound to Queenstown made the 
many 100s of km’s feel like a drive down the road.  

It was an experience at a golf course that is the fabric 
of the New Zealand game. Clubs like Owaka in the 
back of beyond are hubs for the community and 
special places to visit. There is no doubt the locals 
loved it.

“It was a bloody good day and one that the club will 
always remember,” said our mate Joe from the 
opening night. “It’s not often a superstar like David 
Smail comes down here and I don’t think he found our 
course too easy.”

Watching a tour pro like Dave struggle to a two over 
par 72 made Joe’s best ever round of six over par 76 
that much sweeter.   

OWAKA SHEEP





caNadiaN opeN: 
KO WINS BY THREE SHOTS      
World No.1 amateur Lydia Ko has re-written 
the record books once again in becoming the 
first New Zealander and the youngest golfer to 
win on the LPGA Tour.

The 15-year-old from the Gulf Harbour Country Club 
held a one shot lead heading into the final round and 
saved her best to last in a performance that will be 
talked about around the world. 

She carded a five under par 67 in the final round at 
the Vancouver Golf Club – that included four birdies in 
succession after the turn – to claim a three shot win 
over South Korean professional Inbee Park (69) and 
another special piece of history. 

“It feels amazing, and I broke the youngest record in 
January for the New South Wales Open and to break 
another record or being in the history, it’s amazing, and 
it’s always awesome to be able to play with the pros,” 
said an elated Ko. 

“The last few holes, it got a bit nerve wracking, but 
Stacy Lewis after my birdie on 15 she said: ‘You know, 
you can do it’, and it was really great to have another 
player that I look up to giving me that much support.  
So it was really awesome.”

Ko, aged 15 years, four months, two days, surpassed 
the feats of her American heroine Lexi Thompson 
who was the youngest LPGA Tour winner after she 
won the Navistar LPGA Classic last September aged 
16 years, eight months, eight days.

She also became only the fifth amateur to win on the 
LPGA Tour and first since JoAnne Carner in the 1969 
Burdine’s Invitational. 

It is the best result for a Kiwi on the LPGA Tour since 
Marnie McGuire finished third at the LPGA Safeway 
Championship in September 2000. McGuire also 
finished in a share of third at the Jamie Farr Kruger 
Classic in July 2001 and tied third at the Corning 
Classic in May 2002. 

Ko said not in her wildest dreams did she expect to 
win when she arrived at the Vancouver Golf Club at 
the start of the week.

“I won the New South Wales Open, and that was the 
only European Tour event, but LPGA Tour is where I 
want to turn professional and hopefully my career 
would direct that way.

“So I never knew I had it coming, and I was so happy 
to win the U.S. Amateur, to win this, I never think 
about it.  I just wanted to make the cut.  And when I 
saw that I was tied first after the second day, I was 
like, wow.  I’m feeling really good.  And yeah, kind of 
surprised to have two wins in such a short time.”

If she was professional Ko would have won $300,000 
(US) ($370,000 NZD) but the first prize cheque went 
to runner-up Park.

Dean Murphy, the Chief Executive of New Zealand 
Golf, said the performance of Ko was simply 
incredible.

“She has delivered one of the great days in New 
Zealand Golf history,” said Murphy. 

“Lydia has beaten a field of world class professionals 
at the age of 15. It is not only a standout achievement 
in the history of New Zealand Golf but also in the 
annals of New Zealand sport. Perhaps the most 
exciting thing with Lydia is, the best is yet to come.”  

New Zealand Golf High Performance Manager Gregg 
Thorpe added: “While Ko’s performance was well 
above the goals she had set for herself achieving this 
feat was never out of her reach”.  

“She is a calm calculated player who works hard at 
her game. She is obviously a competitive person 
although you wouldn’t really know it as she just goes 
about her business and enjoys her golf; you can see 
that.  But it is the fact that she plays with such 
self-belief and courage; when you are courageous 
you can truly take advantage of your skills; Lydia has 
done that again today.”

The LPGA Tour told Ko that following her win they 
received a call from the World Golf Hall of Fame 
asking for a memento from her performance. Ko 
offered her Srixon glove.

“I’ve always wanted to visit there and go there, but to 
have something that’s mine to be up there is amazing, 
and you know, it doesn’t come down or anything.  So 

it’ll always remain there, and it will be a good memory.”

Ko, who began on an eight under par total with 
rounds of 68, 68 and 72, was quickly into her work in 
the final round with a birdie on the second hole.

She added another at the sixth before dropping a 
shot at the par four seventh to slip back to nine under 
par total. Meantime Chella Choi matched her on nine 
under par after three birdies and a bogey in her 
opening nine holes. 

Ko had played the back nine beautifully all week, a 
cumulative eight under par heading into the final 
round, and she delivered the defining stretch in the 
tournament.

The Srixon Academy player, who had been praised all 
week for her incredible composure by the 
international media, made four straight birdies from 
10 – 13 and then added another on 15 to put the 
title beyond reach. She held a four shot lead down 
the last and made bogey to win by three.  

“I had four birdies in a row; and that makes a lot of 
difference.  It gets you from 1 under to 5 under.  And 
it’s always good to have a birdie, but to follow it up is 
awesome.”

Ko was humbled all week by the huge support she 
received from the “biggest crowd I have ever played 
in front of”.

“It’s always good to hear people say “go Kiwi” or “go 
Lydia,” and I’m not sure it was because I was leading 
at that point or something.  But yeah, it was awesome 
to hear people cheering for you.”

She defeated seven of the top 10 players in the world 
and was unsure whether it has sunk it yet.

“I don’t know,” she laughed.  

“The first time I looked at the leaderboard was on, I 
think, 17 or something.  Maybe I had a peek or 
anything.  But I kind of looked at it because I wanted 
to become more relaxed, and today I said I’ve got 
nothing to lose.  I already got the leading amateur in 
my bag. 

Her goal for the final round was four under par and 
she shot five under. She admitted it was hard to keep 
her composure

“It was really hard, and I actually purposely looked on 
17 so I could see where I was positioned, and I saw 
there was actually like four, five shots gap, so I kind of 
tried to play the 18th quite relaxed, and everything 
went straight, but my adrenaline got to me and it went 
way past the green.  And then I won.  That’s the most 
important part for me.”

Ko has had a phenomenal year in 2012. 

In January, she made international headlines when 
she won the New South Wales Open in Australia at 
14 to become the youngest player to win a 
professional tour event. Before that she was the 
youngest champion of the Australian Amateur. 

In mid August she was the first New Zealand player 
to win the US Amateur and the second youngest in 
history.

In any other year, Ko would likely be a shoo-in for the 
Sportswoman of the year at the Halberg Awards in 
2013 but will face tough competition from Olympic 
gold medalists Lisa Carrington and Valerie Adams.  

Regardless, Ko has achieved something no other 
New Zealand golfer has. She will always be the first 
Kiwi golfer to win on the LPGA Tour and for now is 
the youngest champion in the tour’s 62 year history.

On Sunday August 26 at the Vancouver Golf Club 
Lydia Ko confirmed once again that she is the most 
exciting young golfer in the world.

LYDIA KO – CANADIAN OPEN TROPHY



caNadiaN opeN: 
KO’S WIN EARNS PLENTY OF PRAISE       
Tributes have flooded in from around the 
world for Lydia Ko - the youngest winner on 
the LPGA Tour.

The 15-year-old made history when she shot a 
five-under-par 67 to win the Canadian Open by three 
shots. Her achievement was being watched by many 
golfing greats around the world.

Marnie McGuire is widely regarded as New Zealand’s 
best-performed professional on the LPGA Tour and 
she was blown away by Ko’s achievement.

“It is phenomenal, absolutely phenomenal,” said the 
43-year-old McGuire.

McGuire finished third on the LPGA Tour once and in a 
share of third place on two other occasions. She said 
winning on the LPGA Tour takes something special.

“She is the World No.1 amateur, she’s won the U.S. 
Amateur but this is something else. She is playing the 
best golfers in the world and she has beaten them 
comfortably.” 

Sir Bob Charles knows what it is like to win as a 
teenage amateur. He claimed the 1954 New Zealand 
Open as an 18-year-old. New Zealand’s golfing knight 
was impressed by the young prodigy. 

“Congratulations to Lydia on her tremendous win in 
the Canadian Women’s Open,” said the 1963 Open 
Champion.  

“I have watched most of her rounds on The Golf 
Channel here in Florida.  She played impressive golf 
to break many records.  I am very proud of her 
performance as I am sure all New Zealand golfers will 
be as well.”

New Zealand Golf legend Frank Nobilo, who works 
these days for The Golf Channel as an Analyst, 
managed to get his company to spend the first two 
blocks of the show on her. 

“She overshadowed the Barclays [The first Fed Ex 
Playoff event on the PGA Tour],” said Nobilo. 
“Amazing.” 

Even American superstar Rickie Fowler added into the 
accolades for the Gulf Harbour player.

“Congrats on your win at Ko_Lyds….Making history @ 
lpga Pretty cool!,” the one-time PGA Tour winner 
tweeted. 

McGuire said that when the pressure went on in the 
final nine holes Ko just got better reeling off four 
birdies in succession to effectively win the title.

“You go through so many emotions and have to deal 
with a lot of adrenalin during the final round – it is really 
tough to deal with. Her composure was incredible. I 
remember one time I was leading in the final round in 
my time on the LPGA Tour and the nerves got the 
better of me and I ended up finishing third.

“She is known for her composure and her confidence 
when she is playing well and today was another great 
example of that. That stretch of four birdies in a row 
will go down in Kiwi folklore.” 

Charles, who was known for being one of the best 
putters in the world, had plenty of compliments for 
Ko’s short game.

“Lydia played beautifully and she was a pleasure to 
watch,” he said. “Even the two bogeys that she made 
today were not the result of bad shots. 

“She hit the ball very sweetly with her 2-hybrid club 
and flew through the green and then failed to get up 
and down but I don’t think she hit a bad shot all day. 

“Her driving was always down the middle of the 
fairway and her irons were so concise. She was going 
for the pin on every shot and it is great to see 
someone so young play with the confidence.

“In the end it was a pretty comfortable win for a player 
who is new to this level and competing with the top 
48 out of 50 money winners on the LPGA Tour. 

“She has shown that she is good enough to compete 
with and beat the best players in the world and that is 
very exciting for a long and successful career in the 
game.

“The next tournament she’ll play is the British Open 
and I am sure she’ll play well. She will take huge 
confidence from this performance and so she should.

“My golfing friends around the world ask me all the 
time about Lydia, she is certainly growing in 

reputation. This achievement will take her to a new 
level in recognition especially here in the States.” 

McGuire said whenever Ko decided to turn pro she’ll 
have plenty of options.

“The world really is her oyster now. She can expect to 
get invites to any tournament in the world. I’d think 
that the doors of any of the major tours in the world, 
the LPGA Tour, the Ladies European Tour and the 
Japanese Tour will be open for her to play. She can 
do what she wants.”

“New Zealand Golf has been waiting for a day like 
this for some time. It has to be the best day in our 
history since Danny Lee won on the European Tour in 
Perth. 

“Hopefully it brings back some profile to golf in New 
Zealand. I remember what Michael Campbell’s win did 
for golf in New Zealand and Lydia has the ability to 
do the same for the women’s game.

“Every young girl in the country will know who she is 
and try to follow her example. I hope that this 
achievement is a massive boost for the game in this 
country and inspires the next generation.”

Charles, who played as an amateur for six years 
following his first NZ Open win, has long been an 
advocate of learning the game as an amateur before 
turning professional.

“I understand that she has expressed interest in going 
to College here in the States at Stanford. She has 
obviously shown that she is good enough but I think 
she would benefit from a few more years as an 
amateur.

“I am pleased to hear that she wants to stay amateur 
for a few more years and that she intends to get an 
education behind her. While she has endless 
possibilities with her golf game, you never know what 
is going to happen and I encourage any young player 
to keep up the study while they are playing golf to 
help with other options later in life.”  

McGuire said the only advice she would offer to Ko is 
to pace herself. 

She will have more opportunities and obligations than 
she can possibly fulfill. She needs to make sure she 
keep the enjoyment in her game because that is one 
of the things that has made her successful.”

McGuire added that the money she would have won 
today was not even a factor. 

“Yes she has missed out on the $300k but it is never 
about the money. She will be well supported for the 
rest of her life. It is never about the money though. It 
is about the achievement of winning and in Lydia’s 
case creating history.”  

LYDIA KO – CANADIAN OPEN TROPHY



NZ secoNdary scHools fiNal: 
WHANGAREI BOYS  
WIN BY FIVE STROKES  

KiWi pro WatcH:  
PADDISON SECURES TOP 10 IN KOREA 

Local Whangarei Boys High School won the 
New Zealand Secondary Schools Final at the 
Waipu Golf Club in early September by five 
shots from Canterbury’s St. Bedes College.

The National Schools Final was reduced to an 18 
hole shootout after heavy rain and strong winds 
forced the cancellation of the morning’s round at the 
Northland course.

When play did get underway at 11:30am the locals 
got straight into their work in the format that saw the 
best three out of four scores going to the team total.

Whangarei Boys claimed a two shot advantage over 
Otago representatives Wakatipu after nine holes in 
blustery conditions with St. Bedes a further shot back 
in third.

From there the locals built on their advantage with 
captain Chase McKeown (74), Luke Brown (73) and 
Sean Masters (74) combining for the best three 
scores and a five over par total.  Kadin Neho carded a 
75 for a consistent team performance.

McKeown was delighted to hold aloft the New 
Zealand Secondary Schools trophy and live up to the 
favourite tag.

“I am pretty proud of the boys,” he said.

“We hung tough out there and stayed calm even with 
the rain delay this morning. We went well when we 
got to play.”

He said that there was some pressure in the morning 
but they backed themselves after concerted practice 
at their home course.

“We heard that people were calling us favourites and 
we were like yeah we have home advantage up here 
in Northland so why not. 

“We are pretty proud to have it at our home club, we 
trained pretty hard to achieve this with our coach 
Quenton Diment every Tuesday afternoon. We were 
really looking forward to this event.”

McKeown said Diment was a big part of this success.

“He is doing a great job. He coaches all four of us 
and his help gave us a lot of confidence so we want 
to thank him and enjoy this with him.”

New Zealand Golf Manager Phil Aickin, who was 
running the event at Waipu, was impressed by the 
Whangarei Boys’ team effort.

“The players coped extremely well with the long wait 
in the morning yet still found the conditions 
challenging as illustrated by only one sub-par round,” 
said Aickin.

“The locals showed today that they are going to be 
very competitive going in to the Age Group 
Championship.”

Tasman rep Ryan Chisnall of Waimea College and a 
member of the Srixon Development Squad shot the 
round of the day with a two under par 70 in trying 
conditions.

“The final nine of Ryan Chisnall playing in the last 
group of the day and the worst conditions was 
outstanding,” added Aickin.

The New Zealand Under 19 Championship is a 54 
hole event at the Waipu Golf Club from September  
5 – 7. The men’s field will be cut to 72 players and 
ties after two rounds. 

Wellington professional Gareth Paddison 
carded a four under par 68 in the final round 
of the High1 Resort Open on the OneAsia 
Tour in early September to finish in ninth 
place in Korea.

The former Eisenhower rep had rounds of 75, 70, 70 
and 68 for a four under par total at the High1 
Country Club to finish five shots back from the 
champion Australian Matthew Griffin. 

Paddison made two birdies and two bogeys on the 
outward nine to make the turn in even par. He did his 
scoring on the back nine with five birdies and a bogey 
to sign for a 68. 

It was his best result for 2012 after finishing in a 
share of 22nd place at the Thailand Open. 

Fellow Wellington pro Mark Brown carded a one over 
par 73 in the final round to claim a share of 29th 
place. 

Auckland professional Ryan Fox, who was playing in 
his first event on the OneAsia Tour, had an even par 
72 in round four to finish on a four over par total and 
in a share of 36th place.

North Harbour pro Michael Hendry (73, 74) missed 
the cut by one shot while Hamish Robertson (79, 74) 
and Michael Long (83, 74) were off the pace. 

Meantime on the Japan Golf Tour David Smail had 
rounds of 67 and 73 to miss the cut at the Toshin 
Golf Tournament in Ryosen by one shot.

Smail, who has played for 15 straight years on the 
Japan Golf Tour, slipped one place to 59th on the 
Order of Merit. The 42-year-old Kiwi needs to finish 
inside the top 70 to keep his card on the tour. 

Over in Europe, Michael Campbell had rounds of 68 
and 76 at the KLM Open in The Netherlands to miss 
the cut by four shots.

Campbell, who has recorded two top 15 finishes on 
the tour this season, is currently 146th on the Race 
to Dubai standings.

WHANGAREI BOYS HIGH SCHOOL – NZ SSGARETH PADDISON



britisH opeN:  
KO FINISHES TIED 17TH AT HOYLAKE

World No.1 amateur Lydia Ko called it her 
toughest test of her young amateur career.

The 15-year-old from the Gulf Harbour Country Club 
carded rounds of 76 and 78 in testing conditions on 
the final day of the British Open at the Royal Liverpool 
Golf Club to finish in share of 17th place and claim 
the Smyth Salver as the leading amateur. Ko claimed 
the medal by two shots from England’s Holly Clyburn 
who finished tied for 26th place.

The youngest golfer to win a professional event 
finished on a nine over par total, 18 shots back from 
runaway champion South Korean Jiyai Shin who won 
the event by nine shots.  

The New Zealand amateur rep entertained the 
distinguished guests and players in the Royal 
Liverpool Golf Club in her acceptance speech for the 
amateur medal.

“I’d like to congratulate Jiyai Shin on her win and its 
really good for me as people say I look like you,” Ko 
said which was met by raucous laughter. “It’s good to 
look like the winner.” 

It was a light moment of respite away from the 
howling winds and rain that Ko had battled for 36 
holes on Sunday in her British Open debut.

“It was tough,” laughed the Srixon Academy member.

“We were about to fall over and the greens were 
flooding and yeah it was really tough today. I mean  
this was one of the hardest golf courses I’ve ever 
played and for the weather to be really bad it didn’t 
help at all.”

Ko’s tie for 17th means that she broke the record for 
the best performance by a Kiwi amateur at the British 
Open after Lynnette Brooky finished tied 37th and the 
fifth placed amateur at Woburn in 1993.

Marnie McGuire and Brooky still share the best finish 
by a New Zealander at the event when they both 
finished tied 14th in 1994 and 2003 respectively. 

“I wasn’t that happy with my game but I got leading 
amateur and that’s what I wanted after yesterday so I 
guess I have to be happy about that. 

“This is my first experience at the British Open and I 

did much better than the US Open so I can’t say it was 
a bad day, and I have had lots of fun playing the 
course.”

After rounds of 72 and 71 Ko began the day in a 
share of 12th place but the brutal conditions at 
Hoylake made the 36 hole shootout on Sunday a 
battle for survival.

She got off to a slow start in round three with five 
bogeys on the front nine to make the turn in five over 
par 40. The US Amateur Champion bounced back 
well playing the back nine in one under par to sign  
for a 76.

But there was little break from the wind and Ko was 
right back into the elements shortly after. She made 
the turn in three over par 38 in the final round.

Ko made three birdies, three bogeys and a triple 
bogey on the par four 14th to come home in 40  
and sign for a 78. She was mindful of the leading 
amateur honours during her round and thought she 
had blown it.

“The scores are pretty high, except for Jiyai Shin, 
which shows it’s pretty tough, but you know, after  
my triple on fourteen I was like, ‘oh forget leading 
amateur’,” she laughed.

Ko said the experience of playing alongside the 
world’s best professionals was again a thrill and she 
was humbled by the amount of support she received 
following her win at the Canadian Open.

“They congratulated me and it’s really awesome to see 
people giving congratulations, and I also respect them 
and look up to them so much. There were a few 
tweets on twitter [laughs] even Gary Player and stuff 
so yeah it was really awesome.”

Ko is looking forward to playing in the 
2013 British Open at the Home  
of Golf, St Andrews. 

LYDIA KO – BRITISH OPEN

“Holy cow, it’s going to be tough again, but I’ll be 
preparing myself for that.”

Jiyai Shin will also be preparing to defend her title 
and also keep a dominant run for Asian women 
golfers alive. 

Shin’s victory means that for the first time in history 
Asians have won all four of the women’s Majors in a 
single calendar year with South Korea’s Sun Young 
Yoo winning the Kraft Nabisco Championship, China’s 
Shanshan Feng claiming the LPGA Championship 
and South Korea’s Na Yeon Choi beating the field at 
the US Women’s Open earlier this year.

The South Korean’s performance extends 
Asia’s winning sequence in the women’s 
Majors to seven with Taiwan’s Yani 
Tseng (LPGA Championship and 
Ricoh Women’s British Open) 
and So Yeon Ryu (US 
Women’s Open) emerging 
victorious in the last three 
majors in 2011.

It also means that Asians have 
now won four out of the five last 
Ricoh Women’s British Opens with 
Shin’s own victory at Sunningdale 
in 2008 being followed by 

consecutive victories by Tseng at Royal Birkdale in 
2010 and Carnoustie in 2011.

As for Ko she planned to enjoy some downtime 
before heading to Turkey for the Espirito Santo World 
Amateur Team’s Championship from September  
27 – 30 where she would team up with Emily Perry 
and Munchin Keh.

“I’ll be in London for a few days just chilling out, and 
then hopefully I’ll be able to do good there.”



bop opeN: 
MUNN AND BRADLEY  
WIN AT WHAKATANE 

KiWi pro WatcH:  
LEE FINISHES TIED 13TH IN IDAHO 

Manawatu amateur Joshua Munn has carded 
a one under par 69 in the final round of the 
Bay of Plenty Open to win by three shots from 
Waikato’s Luke Toomey.

The 21-year-old Munn had rounds of 65, 70, 66 and 
69 for a 10 under par total at the Whakatane Golf 
Club to win his first title since claiming the ask>metro 
Muriwai Open on the Charles Tour in 2011.  

The Srixon Academy Member, who recorded a top 10 
finish in the Mexican Amateur in June, delivered his 
trademark shot-making to win the tournament ahead 
of a quality field that included New Zealand reps Sam 
An and Blair Riordan.

Earlier this year Munn finished runner-up at the 
Lawnmaster Classic and runner-up in the individual 
standings of the SBS Invitational in Invercargill as he 
won the team’s title for Manawatu: Wanganui in the 
playoff. 

Auckland rep Jonathan Ratcliffe carded a two over 
par 72 in the final round at Whakatane to finish in 

third place, five shots back from Munn, while 
Auckland No.1 An claimed fourth place.

Meantime in the women’s event Waikato rep Sarah 
Bradley fired a two over par 74 in the final round to 
win her first title since returning home from a golf 
scholarship in the United States.

The New Zealand rep had rounds of 81, 74, 76 and 
74 for a 17 over par total to win by two shots from 
Bay of Plenty rep Grace Senior.

Auckland golfer Joanna Kim finished third while 
Susan Lines and the round one leader Brittney 
Dryland shared fourth place.

In the Masters division Omanu golfer Justin 
Rasmussen shot a six over par 76 in the final round 
but it didn’t matter as he held on to win by six shots 
from Blair Murdock (Tauranga) who carded a one 
over par 71 to finish runner-up.

Roy Hollick (Pakuranga) and the round one leader 
Warren Steward (Mt Maunganui) finished in a share 
of third place. 

JOSH MUNN

DANNY LEE PGA TOUR

New Zealand No.1 Danny Lee has carded a 
six under par 65 to finish tied 13th at the 
Albertsons Boise Open on the web.com Tour 
in Idaho.

The 21-year-old from Rotorua, who missed out on the 
Fed Ex Cup Playoffs and will have to fight for his PGA 
Tour card in the Fall Series, had rounds of 66, 68, 71 
and 65 at the Hillcrest Country Club in Boise for a 14 
under par total.

Lee finished eight shots back from American 
champion Luke Guthrie who carded a 65 in the final 
round to win by four shots.

The former US Amateur Champion is currently in 
230th place on the web.com Tour’s Order of Merit 
after three events. He would need to win an event, 
and record a series of other good results, to have a 
chance of finishing inside the top 25 to secure his 
PGA Tour card for 2013. 

However it is through his position on the PGA Tour 
that provides the best chance for him to retain his 
card. He currently sits at 159th on the Order of Merit 
and needs to climb inside the top 125 from the four 
Fall Series events to retain his card.

Manawatu professional Tim Wilkinson carded a two 
under par 69 in the final round to finish tied 19th at 
the Boise event. 

The former PGA Tour professional, who is 66th on the 
web.com Tour Order of Merit, had rounds of 69, 67, 66 
and 69 for a 13 under par total. 

Alker, who is 81st on the Order of Merit, carded 
rounds of 69 and 72 to finish in a share of 113th 
place and miss the cut by four shots. 

Meantime over on the Japan Golf Tour Richard Lee 
has carded an even par 72 in the final round of the 
ANA Open to finish in a share of 31st place. 

The Auckland professional, who is fighting for his card 
on the tour, had rounds of 72, 69, 69 and 72 for a six 
under par total and 10 shots back from the Japanese 
champion Hiroyuki Fujita.

Lee earned $10,000 to climb six places on the Order 
of Merit to 94th position.

New Zealand No.2 David Smail missed the cut with 
rounds of 70 and 74 and he slipped three places to 
62nd on the Japan Golf Tour money list.

Both Lee and Smail need to finish inside the top 70 to 
keep their cards for the 2013 season.



LYDIA KO - US AMATEUR TROPHY MEDIA

World No.1 Lydia Ko is the first New Zealand 
golfer to win the US Women’s Amateur 
Championship after she defeated American 
Jaye Marie Green in the 36 hole final at The 
Country Club in Ohio.

The 15-year-old Ko from the Gulf Harbour Country 
Club took a 1-up lead to the lunch break after a tight 
battle in the morning. Then, with the aid of one shot 
she had never used in competition, took a 4-up lead 
after 26 holes and held on to win. Heading down the 
17th with a 2up advantage, a par was good enough 
for her to seal the 3 and 1 win.

The teen superstar was humbled to have her name on 
the trophy that has 112 years of history.

“It means a lot,” said Ko who admitted her mind was 
blank on the 35th hole as she looked to close out the 
match. 

“I haven’t won a tournament in the States before, so 
it’s good.  I think I’ve won one tournament in Australia 
like internationally.  It’s pretty amazing, and this 
tournament is classified as the top amateur event for 
me, so it means a lot. 

“I’ve played such good golf, and it was hard coming up 
and it wasn’t easy in any matches or any shots. It 
means a lot.  I think hopefully it will mean a lot to New 
Zealand because I’m the next winner of the U.S. 
Amateur after Danny Lee. “

She follows in the footsteps of fellow Korean born 
Kiwi Lee who in 2008 was the youngest ever winner 
of the U.S. Amateur Championship, aged 18 years and 
one month. He was six months younger than Tiger 
Woods when he won in 1994. That record was broken 
the following year by 17-year-old An Byeong-hun.

The 21-year-old Lee, who is the only Kiwi playing on 
the PGA Tour, was following Ko’s progress.

“Lydia Ko is playing so well!” he said on Facebook 
ahead of the final. “I hope she wins US Amateur 
tomorrow.” And soon after she won he posted: “Go 
Lydia!”

At 15 years, three months and 18 days, Ko is the 

second-youngest champion in Women’s Amateur 
history. The record is held by Kimberly Kim, who was 
14 years, 11 months and 21 days of age when she 
won the 2006 Women’s Amateur.

Back in March Ko, aged only 14, became the 
youngest winner in professional golf history when she 
won the NSW Open. She broke Japanese star Ryo 
Ishikawa’s mark of winning at 15 years, 8 months, and 
Australian Amy Yang’s women’s record of 16 years, 
192 days in the Australian Ladies Masters.

But she believed that her win of the US Amateur 
trumped that achievement.

“Winning a professional event is amazing.  But to me 
as an amateur, this tournament was much more 
meaningful. 

“I was talking with my mental coach before we came 
over to the stage, and he said what do you think your 
biggest tournament is and meaningful tournament?  
And I said probably the U.S. Amateur.  It’s more 
meaningful than the U.S. Open for me at this stage. 

“It’s good to win it, and my mum before told me if you win 
I’ll get you to meet my favourite Korean movie star [Ji 
Sub So] the next day.  And I was like, oh, yeah.  So after 
my round finishes, it was like, okay, I’m going to meet him.  
So I think that’s the most happiest I am for now.”

Ko’s win caps off a great summer in the States in 
2012 where she has won a medal in all three USGA 
events she has played. It backs up her medal for 
being low amateur in the 2012 U.S. Women’s Open 
and reaching the semi-final round of the 2012 U.S. 
Girls’ Junior.

A turning point in her US Amateur win came late in 
the match. At the 27th, a par-3 hole, Ko’s US 
opponent, Jaye Marie Green hit her tee shot to within 
six feet of the hole while Ko’s ball landed in a 
greenside bunker. 

The Kiwi faced a difficult 20-yard shot. She had a 
downhill lie on damp sand and would have to carry the 
high lip of the bunker. She had only 12 feet of green 
to work with.

“I told my dad, if Lydia got that up and down, I would 
be so impressed,” Green said.

As Ko surveyed the shot, her mother, Tina, said, “Try 
that flop bunker shot that you practice for fun. Be 
aggressive. Pretend it’s a practice shot.”

Ko hit her ball out in a spray of sand. It rolled over the 
edge of the hole. From deep in the bunker, Ko could 
not see the results but when she heard 
applause, she knew her ball would be 
close. It was three feet from the hole.

Green’s birdie putt lipped out, and  
Ko tapped in for a par. 
She had preserved her 
4-up lead with nine 
holes to play and even 
though she dropped 
two holes Green could 
not reduce the margin.

The American missed 
crucial birdie chances on 
the closing stretch.

“When those putts at the 
31st and 32nd holes 
lipped out, I wanted to cry,” 
Green said after the match. 

Ko, inspired by her most 
recent successes in amateur 
golf, is in no hurry to change 
her life.

“I want to go to college, so 
turning professional isn’t a 
priority,” she said. “There are so 
many things to learn as an 
amateur.”

There is no doubt that in Lydia Ko 
New Zealand Golf boasts a 
superstar of world golf and following 
this win she celebrated what she 
described as her finest 
achievement in golf.

result

Cleveland – Result for Sunday’s scheduled 36-hole 
championship final round of match play at the 2012 
U.S. Women’s Amateur Championship, being 
conducted at the 6,512-yard, par-72 course at The 
Country Club:

Lydia Ko, New Zealand (137) def. Jaye Marie Green, 
Boca Raton, Fla. (146), 3 and 1

Us WomeN’s amateUr: 
LYDIA KO IS THE FIRST NEW ZEALAND CHAMPION 

LYDIA KO – US AMATEUR TROPHY



cHarles toUr: carrUs opeN: 
BROWN ENJOYS BREAKAWAY WIN

Wellington professional Mark Brown turned 
on a master, class in the final round of the 
Carrus Open at the Tauranga Golf Club to 
claim the title by four shots in fine and hot 
conditions.

The former European Tour professional, who began 
the final round four shots back from the overnight 
leader Blair Riordan, carded an eight under par 62 to 
win by four from Taupo professional Troy Ropiha. 

Brown came fast out of the blocks and was six under 
through seven holes to claim the lead in the defining 
stretch of the tournament.

The 36-year-old recorded his second win on The 
Charles Tour after claiming the Taranaki Open in 
2006 which kick-started his career back into life and 
was the catalyst for his Asian Tour and European Tour 
success. To win again was a special feeling.

“It sounds awesome to be the Carrus Open 
champion,” said the 36-year-old.

“I haven’t won for a while since I won a 
couple of titles in 2008 and even though 
you play bigger tournaments around the 
world you still feel the pressures of trying 
to close it out and win a golf tournament. 
It was pleasing that what I have been 
working on stood up under that pressure.”

Third-round leader Riordan felt the pressure. The 
22-year-old amateur from Takaka faded in the final 
round with a six over par 76 to finish in a share of 
fourth place and local amateur. Brad Kendall claimed 
the leading amateur honour, and third place, by two 
shots.  

But it was the performance of Brown that the locals 
and pros were talking about over their beers in the 
afternoon sun.

“It was unbelievable,” said the 30-year-old Ropiha who 
was one of Brown’s playing partners.

“That was a lesson in ball striking – he didn’t miss a 
shot all day. It was like he was just playing a casual 
round with the boys. He has been in that position 
many times before and today it showed.” 

Brown had the start he had been looking for all week 
at the Tauranga Golf Club. He birdied the first, drove 
the third green for a two-putt birdie, birdied four and 

six and then made eagle from 40 feet on the par 5 
7th to jump into the outright lead.

“That was probably the turning point for me. 
I hit driver, five iron to about 40 feet and 
the putt was going way too hard across 
that green to bottom left – it was 
probably going to go off the green but 
it jumped up and went in – that 

moment there got me going and got me into the 
lead. That was huge.

“I don’t like to play with fear. I was trying to have 
courage in my game. I knew that I had to attack 
and to get that start was great. 

“I just tried to stay patient. On the front side I had 
a couple of putts that were going way too hard 
but they hit the bottom of the hole and stayed in. I 
hadn’t seen that all week which gave me some 
confidence.” 

When he made birdie on the famous par three 
12th, the Knoll, to get to eight under Brown 
admitted that he did start thinking of shooting his 
first sub 60 round to match the course record of 
Richard Lee in 2010.  

“I did think of shooting 59 throughout the round 
but it was difficult. But I had to close the 
tournament out first and I hit a couple of irons off 
the tee to make sure I did that. I buttoned back a 
bit but by the same token I needed three more so 
that was going to be pretty difficult anyway.”

Brown has played three Charles Tour events in 
2012 and loves the concept.

“I love playing at home. It is a shame that as New 
Zealand golfers we don’t get to do it very much. I 
love the Tauranga Golf Club and Jay Carter, the 
Director of Golf, is a good friend of mine who I 
stayed with all week and had a great time. 

“Whenever I get a chance I will always play the 
Charles Tour events. I played a few this year and 
have loved being part of them. I am hoping to get 
on a main tour but if not I will be playing these.

“We could do with 10 – 12 of these events and I 
think it would be great for New Zealand Golf to 
see The Charles Tour grow.”

He hopes the win is a catalyst for another 
resurgence in his game after doing hard work 
both on and off the golf course.

“I have a good run coming up with lots of events in 
Asia and Australasia. It is just exciting. I have made 
a few lifestyle changes. I realized that I haven’t got 
too many years left and hopefully I will get to the 
Olympics. That would be a goal for sure.”

Michael Campbell has returned from the 
golfing wilderness with his first top 10 
finish in four years. 

The 2005 US Open Champion carded a three 
under par 68 in the final round at the Oceanico 
Victoria Golf Club to finish third at the Portugal 
Masters on the European Tour.

The 43-year-old, who was ranked 607 in the 
world coming into the event, had rounds of 68, 69, 
67 and 68 for a 12 under par 272 three round 
total.

He was only two shots back from Ireland’s Shane 
Lowry who shot a five under par 66 in the final 
round to win by one from England’s Ross Fisher.

Campbell made the turn in two under 33 after 
three birdies and a bogey. He got to three under 
for the day and within touch of the lead, but then 
made back to back bogeys on 13 and 14 to hurt 
his title hopes.

He bounced back with birdies on the 15th and 
17th for his first top 10 finish since 2008 and the 
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first time he has recorded four rounds in the 60s for 
nine years.

The New Zealand Golf Hall of Fame member earned 
$223,000 (NZD) and climbs to 86th on the Race to 
Dubai standings. He needs to finish inside the top 60 
to qualify for the Dubai World Championship. 

It is a long awaited return to form for the eight-time 
European Tour Champion who has not won on tour 
since claiming the World Match  
Play title in 2005.

Meantime across the Atlantic New Zealand No.1 
Danny Lee has faded to finish in a share of 16th place 
at the Frys.com Open as he fights for his PGA Tour 
card. 

The 21-year-old Rotorua professional, who began the 
final round in a share of seventh place, climbed two 
places to 167 on the PGA Tour money list and needs 
to jump to inside the top 125 in the final two events of 
the Fall Series to keep his card.

He signed for rounds of 69, 67, 67 and 71 for a 10 
under par total at the CordeValle Golf Club in San 
Martin, California to finish six shots back from 
Sweden’s Jonas Blixt.

Lee made three birdies and a bogey on the front nine 
as he made the turn in two under par. He failed to 
keep pace with the leaders as he made four straight 
pars on the back nine before suffering a body blow to 
his chances when he made bogey on the 14th and 
then triple bogey on the par 5 15th.

He rallied well with two birdies on the final two holes 
to finish on level par for the day but Lee will know that 
this was a great chance to improve on his ranking 
which he let slip.

Lee has made the cut in 11 out of 22 events on the 
PGA Tour in 2012 and this performance in California 
usurps his best result for the season – a tie for 19th 
place at the Byron Nelson Championship in May.   

Closer to home Michael Hendry has secured his best 
finish on the OneAsia Tour for 2012. 

The 33-year-old North Harbour professional carded a 
three under par 68 in the final round of the Nanshan 
China Masters to finish in outright seventh place.

The 2010 Indonesian Open Champion had rounds of 
72, 73, 67 and 68 for a four under par 280 total to 
finish four shots back from Liang Wenchong and Y.E 
Yang who tied on an eight under par total before 
Wenchong won on the fifth hole of the playoff.

Hendry made five birdies and two bogeys in his final 
round effort that saw him earn $41,000 (NZD) and 
climb to 33rd on the OneAsia Order of Merit after 
seven events.

Wellington professional Mark Brown birdied four of 
the last five holes to sign for a five under par 66 and a 
share of 11th place.

Brown, who recently won the Carrus Open on the 
Charles Tour, had rounds of 73, 68, 75 and 66 for a 
two under par 282 total.   

He earned $27,000 for his week in China and is ninth 
on the OneAsia Order of Merit after earning $127,000 
from six events in 2012.  

Hastings professional Doug Holloway and Wellington 
pro Gareth Paddison both finished in a share of 16th 
place at the Nanshan China Masters to earn $17,000.

On the web.com Tour Tim Wilkinson (72, 75) and 
Steve Alker (78, 75) missed the cut at the Miccosukee 
Championship in Florida.

DANNY LEE

Steve Alker



tsai claims UNliKely WiN 
Rebecca Tsai entered the Carrus Open as a 
12 handicapper but she walked away with 
the trophy.

The Otago golfer, who comes back to New 
Zealand occasionally after living in Los Angeles 
with her family, carded a one over par 73 in the 
final round to win by two shots from Bay golfer 
Susan Lines (75).

Tsai capped off her win in style with a fortuitous 
approach shot to the 18th to within three feet. 
She made the putt for a birdie and two shot and 
the biggest win of her career. The 16-year-old had 
rounds of 77, 73, 72 and 73 for a seven over par 
total and an unexpected win.

“It feels good and I didn’t really plan on winning,” 
said the Otago Golf Club member, who celebrated 
her 16th birthday on Friday.

“I just wanted to make the cut and get more 
experience because I want to make the tour in 
America. For every shot that I play I just thought 
‘let’s try this’ and I can experience it and take it 
into my tools and then I can use it for further need.

“It was great and my Dad was my caddy which was 
good as I didn’t have to push the trundler all week.

Tsai said she expects her win at the Carrus Open 
to be a good confidence boost going forward after 
some hard work in her game.

“It didn’t really surprise me because I have been 
working hard for a long time and my coach said I 
deserve to have something good happen to me.

“I shot some of my best scores this week.  I was 
not thinking about my mechanics and just playing 
golf. It was good to not think about my swing and 
just play.”

Her win was a big moment for the family after she 
had been inspired by the performance of Lydia Ko 
on the world stage. 

“It means my Dad is happy. It means that I really 
get to feel what it feels like to win. I really felt the 
pressure but I got those thoughts out of my head.

“I said to myself when I saw Lydia playing in the 
Canadian Open and she won it I could really see 
myself in how she plays.”

MeN’s scores aFter rouNd 4 – suN 30 seP 2012 (Par 70)

263  Mark Brown (P, New Zealand) 64 71 66 62 

267  Troy Ropiha (P, New Zealand) 65 67 66 69 

271  Bradley Kendall (Mt Maunganui Golf Club) 64 71 67 69 

273  Kieran Muir (P, New Zealand) 68 68 71 66 
Peter Spearman-Burn (P, New Zealand) 69 66 69 69  
Blair Riordan (Takaka Golf Club) 63 65 69 76 

274  Owen Burgess (Russley Golf Club) 70 70 68 66 

275  Jordan Bakermans (Christchurch Golf Club) 69 68 69 69  
Doug Holloway (P, New Zealand) 67 69 66 73 

277  David Klein (P, New Zealand) 67 69 72 69 

278  Tyler Hodge (Levin Golf Club Inc.) 68 73 69 68 
Mark Purser (P, New Zealand) 71 69 70 68  
Brenden Stuart (P, New Zealand) 67 72 69 70 

279  Harry Bateman (Russley Golf Club) 68 76 69 66 
Fraser Wilkin (Royal Auckland Golf Club) 71 67 70 71 

280  Jared Pender (P, New Zealand) 68 68 74 70 

281  Leighton James (P, New Zealand) 70 70 71 70 
Jason Gulasekharam (North Shore Golf Club) 67 68 76 70  
Jordan Dasler (P, New Zealand) 75 70 65 71  
Grant Moorhead (P, New Zealand) 68 70 67 76 

282  Peter Lee (Rotorua Golf Club) 72 73 65 72  
David Feeney (Muriwai Golf Club) 70 71 68 73 

283  Sam An (Titirangi Golf Club) 71 71 73 68  
Karl Knedler (Tauranga Golf Club) 68 70 75 70  
Dean Simpson (P, New Zealand) 71 71 70 71  
Fraser MacLachlan (Royal Wellington Golf Club) 75 68 69 71  
Leonard Morgan (Tokoroa Golf Club) 71 67 73 72  
James Hamilton (P, New Zealand) 74 67 69 73 

284  Blair Murdock (Tauranga Golf Club) 70 73 72 69  
Bailey Smith (Mt Maunganui Golf Club) 72 71 71 70  
Dominic Barson (P, New Zealand) 70 73 71 70  
Cody Harper (P, New Zealand) 70 70 73 71 
Landyn Edwards (Rotorua Golf Club) 70 72 70 72  
Sean Masters (Kaitaia Golf Club) 70 70 70 74 

285  Sam Davis (Tauranga Golf Club) 71 74 71 69  
Daniel Pearce (Ashburton Golf Club) 74 70 69 72 
Trent Munn (Manawatu Golf Club) 71 71 71 72 
Andrew Green (P, New Zealand) 73 65 74 73  
Thomas Brockelsby (St. Andrews of Hamilton (Hamilton Golf Club)) 70 68 74 73 
Tae Koh (Manukau Golf Club) 66 74 69 76 

286  Scott Hill (P, New Zealand) 69 72 76 69 
Joshua Munn (Manawatu Golf Club) 73 71 73 69  
Steven Kuggeleijn (Lochiel Golf Club) 75 69 71 71  
Steven Han (P, New Zealand) 71 72 71 72 
Jason McIntosh (P, New Zealand) 69 73 71 73 
Lachie McDonald (Marton Golf Club) 69 71 73 73 

287  Alex Tait (P, New Zealand) 67 75 74 71

WoMeN’s scores aFter rouNd 4 –  
suN 30 seP 2012 (Par 72) 

295  Rebecca Tsai (Otago Golf Club) 77 73 72 73 

297  Susan Lines (Te Teko Golf Club) 78 71 73 75 

298  Brittney Dryland (Titirangi Golf Club) 77 74 73 74 

299  Grace Senior (Tauranga Golf Club) 72 75 79 73 

305  Heather Lavery (Rotorua Golf Club) 73 75 79 78 

306  Hanna Seifert (Lochiel Golf Club) 76 80 74 76 
Larissa Eruera (Akarana Golf Club) 75 79 74 78 

307  Jess Guenzerodt (Russley Golf Club) 75 75 76 81 

312  Sai Ma (North Shore Golf Club) 72 83 83 74 

318  Emma Clayton (Manawatu Golf Club) 81 75 80 82

REBECCA TSAI



espirito saNto World teams cHampioNsHip: 
NZ FINISH FIFTH, KO LEADING INDIVIDUAL    

New Zealand faded on the final day to finish 
in a share of fifth place at the Espirito Santo 
World Amateur Team’s Championship in 
Turkey but once again Lydia Ko created 
history.

The Kiwis, who trailed the Republic of Korea by five 
shots heading into the final round in outright second 
place, finished on an eight under par team total of 
568, five shots behind the Koreans who became the 
first team in 22 years to capture consecutive titles. 

World No.1 Ko led the way again for the New Zealand 
team with a four under par 68 in the final round at the 
New Course of the Gloria Golf Club. She was well 
supported by international debutant Munchin Keh (74) 
who carded her third counting score for four rounds in 
Antalya. 

Waikato No.1 Emily Perry, in her final amateur event 

representing New Zealand, had the non-counting four 
over par 76 as the Kiwis couldn’t keep pace with their 
rivals.

Korea won by three shots from Germany with 
Australia and Finland finishing in a share of third place 
and the Kiwis one shot back tied with Spain. 

The 2012 team performance ranks as the fourth-best 
effort by a New Zealand team since the event began 
at the Geneva Golf Club in 1964. It’s the best result 
since the team of Lisa Herbert (nee Aldridge), 
Lynnette Brooky and Susan Farron finished third at 
the Marine Drive Golf Club in Vancouver in 1992.  

New Zealand has finished runner up twice in the 
World Amateur Team’s Championship in 1982 in 
Switzerland and in 1990 when they were hosts at the 
Russley Golf Club.

The team of Ko, Cecilia Cho and Caroline Bon 
finished tied eighth at the event two years ago in 
Argentina.

Two years on Ko, who carded rounds of 70, 69, 67 
and 68 for a remarkable 14 under par total finished 
as the leading individual six shots ahead of Krista 
Bakker (Finland) and Camilla Hedberg (Spain). 

She was the first New Zealand woman to finish as the 
leading individual at the World Amateur Team’s 
Championship and followed in the footsteps of Phil 
Tataurangi who achieved that feat in Canada in 1992.

Until now the best individual performance from a Kiwi 
has been from Jan Higgins (nee Cooke) finished tied 
second on the individual standings at the 1990 event 
in Christchurch. 

The teenage superstar, Ko, was also awarded the 
Mark H McCormack medal at the prize giving for being 
the game’s outstanding amateur in 2012. Ko was 
honoured to make more history and become  
the first woman to receive the award for the second 
year running.

“It is really special to win this award again,” said the 
15-year-old from the Gulf Harbour Country Club.

“I have never lost the World No.1 ranking since I got it 
last year and I am very proud of that achievement. I 
am very thankful to the R & A for creating the 
women’s world rankings. 

“This is an award for the golf’s best amateur so to be 
recognised again on the world stage is pretty cool.” 

The Republic of Korea also made their own history. 
Their total of 13-under-par 563 saw them win the 
2012 Women’s World Amateur by three strokes from 
Germany.

“We were struggling yesterday and we had a long 
conversation last night,” said Korean coach Hyung-Mo 
Kang. 

“The beginning did not go so well, but they ramped it 
up at the end. I am very happy.”

The last team to win in consecutive Espirito Santo 
Trophy competitions was the USA in 1988 and 1990. 
Korea won the 2010 WATC in Argentina with a record 
setting score of 546. The 2012 championship was its 
third gold medal as it took the title in 1996 as well.

Korea withstood a seven-under-par charge from 
Germany, which finished second, taking the silver 

medal at 566. Finland, which also shot seven under for 
the day, shared the bronze medal with Australia at 567.

It is Germany’s second medal all-time and first since 
tying for silver in 1998. Finland won its first medal in 
the competition and Australia took its first medal since 
winning gold in 2002.

The Men’s Eisenhower Trophy begins in Turkey this 
week with the team of Ben Campbell (Masterton), 
Vaughan McCall (Gore) and Mathew Perry (Hamilton) 
looking to emulate the feats of the 1992 team who 
famously won the title in Canada. 

2012 WoMeN’s World aMateur teaM 
chaMPioNshiP – rouNd 4 results – 
Gloria GolF cluB, aNtalya, turkey,  
(Par 72)  

563 Republic of Korea 144 136 141 142            

566 Germany 144 141 144 137

567 Finland  148 139 143 137 
Australia 144 141 142 140            

568 Spain 143 143 142 140 
New Zealand 143 142 141 142  
(Lydia Ko 68, Munchin Keh 74, Emily Perry 76)

569 Canada 143 142 142 142 

570 United States 148 143 137 142    

572 France 144 143  144 141 

574 Japan 143 142 145 144    

577 Italy 151 139 146 141       

578 Belgium 144 145 149 140                

579 Sweden 141 147 148 143 
England  150 138 146    145         

580 Denmark 146 147 145 142 
Ireland 145 146 144 145 
Czech Republic 143 146 143 148        

581 Mexico 149 146 141 145 

582 Norway 148 143 148 143                

583 Puerto Rico 153 145 140 145

ESPIRITO SANTO TEAM



eiseNHoWer tropHy: 
KIWIS FINISH TIED 24TH IN TURKEY

New Zealand has finished in a share of 24th 
place at the World Amateur Team 
Championships in Turkey.
The Kiwis could only manage a disappointing 
two-over-par 144 team total at the Sultan designed 
Antalya Golf Club to drop five places in the final 
round of the rain-shortened 54 hole event.  

They finished on an even par total 24 shots back from 
the United States who secured their 14th Eisenhower 
victory when they held off Mexico by five shots in the 
final round and set a record for a 54 hole total on 24 
under par.

Southland golfer Vaughan McCall, who was the rock 
for the New Zealand team all week on his 
Eisenhower debut, led the way for the Kiwis with a 
three under par 68 in the final round. 

He received little support from his team-mates 
however.  Waikato amateur Mathew Perry signed for a 
five over par 76 and Wellington golfer Ben Campbell 
had 10 over par 81 on their final appearances as 
New Zealand amateur reps.

McCall had rounds of 70, 71 and 68 for a 209, five 
under par total to finish tied 13th on the individual 
standings, 10 shots back from the individual winner 
Sebastian Vazquez of Mexico.   

“Today’s round was a bit interesting,” said the 
21-year-old from the Gore Golf Club.

“It’s a funny game. The first two days I hit the ball 
really well and a few putts didn’t drop but today I 
didn’t quite hit the ball as well and made a few crucial 

up and downs to finish really strong on the final five 
holes.  I birdied the 16th as well so it was good to 
finish on a high for the tournament.”

McCall, who has made history in 2012 by winning 
both the New Zealand Stroke Play and New Zealand 
Amateur in the same year, is looking forward to Japan 
in 2014 after a strong showing. 

“It is my first Eisenhower so I am pretty happy [to 
finish 13th]. It gave me a bit of perspective and I think 
it could have been better. I think I can definitely 
compete in an environment like this. I don’t feel out of 
my depth which is really encouraging as I look to 
become one of the leading amateurs and not just mid 
pack in 13th place.

“I can’t wait for the next Eisenhower in two years’ 
time. Leading amateur will definitely be my goal for 
the next one.”

Perry walked off the course disappointed with his 76 
which included five bogeys, a double bogey and two 
birdies.

“It was a strange one today,” said the 24-year-old from 
the Hamilton Golf Club.

“We had a 30 minute delay which kind of threw me 
off. I got out there and realized that it would be the 
last time wearing the New Zealand shirt. The winners 
were already in so it was a strange feeling playing a 
tournament when they were already in the clubhouse.

“I really enjoyed the week, a great tournament with a 
great bunch of guys and I will have fond memories.”

Perry has been a consistent New Zealand rep and 
he believes he is ready for the transition 

to professional golf. 

“I am really excited for what is next. I 
will have a look at the Q School 
course in Thailand on my way home. I 
can relax for a month and then 

leading into summer I’ll be 
looking to play some of 
the bigger events and 
prepare for January.

“Everyone who has 
been involved in  
my career has  
been massive.  

New Zealand Golf 

has been key and so too have Waikato Golf and the 
Hamilton Golf Club. It has been a great progression 
through the ranks and I will always remember those 
who have helped me out and been there for me.”

Campbell, who has been a fine New Zealand rep for 
the past three years, was disappointed to leave on a 
flat note after signing for an 81. His round included 
four bogeys, four double bogeys and two birdies.

“It wasn’t ideal again,” said the 21-year-old from the 
Masterton Golf Club.

“I started off really well. I made birdie on the first and 
then hit it close on the second so I was feeling good. 
It’s been good on the range but I haven’t been able to 
bring it onto the course which is frustrating.  

“I have two different swings one for the range and one 
for the golf course. I have a week to practise now 
before my next tournament so hopefully I can turn it 
around.”

Like Perry, Campbell is looking forward to the 
challenge of professional golf.

“Yeah it’s going to be a busy time in the next few 
months and I am just looking to get comfortable as a 
pro. My first event is in Perth on October 18 and then 
back to Spain for the second stage of European Tour 
Q School so yeah I’m straight into it.

“I want to thank New Zealand Golf so much for all the 
help they have given over the past few years. I am 
excited about the next step and looking forward to it.”

Meantime the Americans were reflecting on their 
record-breaking success.

Steven Fox, the 2012 U.S. Amateur champion, and 
Chris Williams, No. 1 in the World Amateur Golf 
Ranking (WAGR), both shot rounds of two-under 69 
for the USA. Justin Thomas posted a non-counting 
one-under 70.

“It has been since 2004 that the trophy has found its 
way to the USA and it is great to have it coming back 
to our shores,” said USA captain Jim Vernon, a past 
president of the USGA. 

“They are three guys who bonded well and played golf 
as a team.”

The previous low total for 54 holes was 407 by the 
USA in Puerto Rico in the 2004 WATC, which was 
also played at 54 holes because of weather.

“It’s fun to win as an individual,” said Williams. “But to 
win as a team is awesome and it doesn’t get any 
better than doing it as representative of the USA.”

Despite a strong challenge from Mexico, which 
finished second at 19-under 409, led by Sebastian 
Vazquez’s individual low total of 15-under 199, the 
USA led from the start to the finish, setting records 
along the way.

World aMateur teaMs chaMPioNshiP 
FiNal scores oF the 54 hole eveNt iN 
turkey FiNal rouNd at the aNtalya GolF 
cluB: sultaN Par 71

404 United States 131 135 138    

409 Mexico 135 139 135  

413 Republic of Korea 134 138 141 
Germany 141 135 137 
France 135 140 138  

417 Canada 136 138 143 
Norway 140 136 141    

418 England 137 143 138   

419  Venezuela 138 142 139 
Japan 141 139 139 
Spain 137 144 138 

420 Malaysia 140 141 139 
Sweden 141 137 142   

422 Italy 141 140 141   

423 Australia 147 140 136    

424 Colombia 143 146 135   

425 Netherlands 137 139 149 
Thailand 144 143 138 
Poland 143 146 136 
Wales 144 143 138 
Zimbabwe 138 147 140 

426 Austria 140 142 144  

427 South Africa 145 144 138 
India 145  144  139    

428 New Zealand 142 142 144 (Vaughan McCall 68, 
Mathew Perry 76, Ben Campbell 81)

EISENHOWER TROPHY TEAM



cHarles toUr: JoHN JoNes steel HareWood opeN:
MUNN SURVIVES THE COLD TO MAKE HISTORY

 Joshua Munn is the first amateur to win two 
titles on the Charles Tour.
The 21-year-old from the Manawatu Golf Club  
braved the brutally cold conditions and sleet in 
Christchurch on Monday 22nd October to shoot  
a one under par 71 and win the John Jones Steel 
Harewood Open by two strokes from Russley 
amateur Owen Burgess (69). 

The 2011 Muriwai Open Champion is one of only five 
amateurs after Josh Geary, Troy Ropiha, Ben 
Campbell and Fraser Wilkin to have won on the 
Charles Tour and now is the first to become a multiple 
winner after his superb week at the Harewood Golf 
Club. 

“It is a real privilege to be the first amateur to win 
twice on The Charles Tour,” said Munn.

“I don’t think I have ever made history before so words 
can’t express what that means to me. It is an 
awesome feeling and what I have been working for.”

Four amateurs Munn, Burgess, Blair Riordan (71) and 
Daniel Pearce (74) claimed the leading four positions 
at the Harewood Golf Club.

Munn, who carded rounds of 69, 68, 69 and 71 this 
week, showed once again that he is comfortable 
leading from the front. He also became the first 
player to record his second wire-to-wire win on the 
Charles Tour.

There are only three other golfers who have achieved 
wire-to-wire wins include Josh Geary (2006 Carrus 
Open), Anthony Doyle (2010 Shirley Open) and 
Michael Hendry (2010 Muriwai Open).

“I must have guts. I am pretty strong mentally. I woke 
up this morning and said to myself: ‘You did it at 
Muriwai, why can’t you do it here as well?’” said the 
Srixon Academy member.

“I am a pretty relaxed sort of guy when I am under the 
heat. I have a few things that I have been working on 
with my sports psychologist and it is working.

Munn was slow out of the blocks today in the bitterly 
cold conditions as he played the front nine in even par.

“On the first tee shot I couldn’t even feel my hands it 
was that cold. I got Struan to come and caddy for me 
on the day and that helped a lot. I just hung in there 
and got up and down all day.”

That was before he set up a defining shot on the par 
four 14th to set up a crucial eagle opportunity which 
he converted.

“I had 250m to the front of the green and I smashed 
a three wood around the corner to about eight feet 
and I got up there and rolled in the eagle putt. It was 
an awesome day.

“I tried to stick to the game plan from there. I only 
ended up winning by two shots so that is how quickly 
things can change. Keep your head down and get  
the result.”

Auckland professional Scott Hill also got a result. He 
carded a one over par 73 to finish tied fifth and claim 
the $7200 winner’s cheque from Kieran Muir, Troy 
Ropiha and Steven Han.

But this was a day for Munn to celebrate as the 
likeable Pizza boy from Manawatu once again 
outclassed a field of professionals at the Harewood 
Golf Club.

alvarez secures BreakthrouGh WiN

Wellington No.1 Julianne Alvarez has enjoyed the 
biggest win of her young golfing career with a 
come-from-behind win at the John Jones Steel 
Harewood Open.

The New Zealand rep carded a four under par 68 in 
the icy conditions to overcome six-time Charles Tour 
winner Emily Perry (78) and Sarah Bradley (75) to 
secure a breakthrough win on The Charles Tour.

The win is Alvarez’s first national title and it has been 
a long time in the making.

“I am really stoked,” said the 16-year-old from the 
Manor Park Golf Club.

“I wasn’t expecting it with my placing and with how 
well Emily was playing. To come out with the win 
today was really good and is really great for my 
confidence.”

Alvarez, who had rounds of 76, 71, 73 and 68 for an 
even par total, said the wet and windy conditions this 
morning was a turning point in her mentality.

“I woke up this morning and said ‘You have got to be 
kidding me.’ I thought ‘just go out and play and give all 
your putts a go. That is what really helped me today. I 
was hitting for the pins and keeping it simple because 
that is ultimately what you have to do. Get the ball in 
the hole.

The Kiwi-born, with Filipino ancestry, was three under 
par through the front nine to take the ascendancy in 
the event.  

Alvarez came close to winning the national Age Group 
championship at Mangawhai earlier this year when 
she finished runner-up to her Wellington team-mate 
Te Rongopai Clay.

She was also very unfortunate to be knocked out of 
the Kapi Tareha tournament in Napier literally when 
she was leading the event and was struck in the head 
by a stray golf ball.

“It feels great to finally win. I don’t know really know 
what to feel. I have had a really tough year. I have 
come close on a couple of times to getting a title but 
not quite getting there but to win today in front of a 
stellar field was really a great achievement.

“It is good for me because it breaks the barrier that I 
have always had up. It is great for me mentally to 
know that I am good enough. I can do it. I will take 
that attitude into new tournaments and take huge 
confidence from this.

“I have been spending a lot of time with my mental 
coach Vicki Aitken and I have improved a lot in that 
area. Last year I was playing to get into the national 
team and this year I have been playing to stay in it. CHARLES TOUR

You can’t play scared though and I have been trying to 
shift that focus.” 

The win has been worth the wait for the likeable 
Alvarez who is set for a big future in the game.

JohN JoNes steel ltd hareWood oPeN 
– scores aFter rouNd 4 – MoN 22 oct 2012

277  Joshua Munn (Manawatu Golf Club) 69 68 69 71

279  Owen Burgess (Russley Golf Club) 71 72 67 69

285  Blair Riordan (Takaka Golf Club) 76 70 68 71

286  Daniel Pearce (Ashburton Golf Club) 70 71 71 74

288  Scott Hill (P, New Zealand) 75 68 72 73 
Fraser Wilkin (Royal Auckland Golf Club)  
73 73 69 73 
Oscar Cadenhead (Clearwater Golf Club)  
70 73 70 75 
Jordan Bakermans (Christchurch Golf Club)  
71 72 70 75

290  Kieran Muir (P, New Zealand) 75 73 71 71 
Steven Han (P, New Zealand) 74 70 72 74 
Troy Ropiha (P, New Zealand) 77 66 73 74

291  Craig Palmer (P, New Zealand) 74 68 74 75

292  Jon Bevitt (P, New Zealand) 72 72 72 76

 

WoMeN’s scores aFter rouNd 4  
– MoN 22 oct 2012

288  Julianne Alvarez (Manor Park Golf Club)  
76 71 73 68

295  Sarah Bradley (Cambridge Golf Club)  
75 67 78 75 
Emily Perry (Lochiel Golf Club) 71 72 74 78

303  Laura Hoskin (Arrowtown Golf Club)  
78 72 74 79

308  Sylvie Williams (Waimairi Beach Golf Club)  
73 74 83 78 
Elisha Crosbie (Russley Golf Club) 79 72 79 78
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